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47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–19 Edition) § 15.1 

15.615 General administrative requirements. 

Subpart H—White Space Devices 

15.701 Scope. 
15.703 Definitions. 
15.705 Cross reference. 
15.706 Information to the user. 
15.707 Permissible channels of operation. 
15.709 General technical requirements. 
15.711 Interference avoidance methods. 
15.712 Interference protection requirements. 
15.713 White space database. 
15.714 White space database administration 

fees. 
15.715 White space database administrator. 
15.717 White space devices that rely on spec-

trum sensing. 

AUTHORITY: 47 U.S.C. 154, 302a, 303, 304, 307, 
336, 544a, and 549. 

SOURCE: 54 FR 17714, Apr. 25, 1989, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 15.1 Scope of this part. 

(a) This part sets out the regulations 
under which an intentional, uninten-
tional, or incidental radiator may be 
operated without an individual license. 
It also contains the technical specifica-
tions, administrative requirements and 
other conditions relating to the mar-
keting of part 15 devices. 

(b) The operation of an intentional or 
unintentional radiator that is not in 
accordance with the regulations in this 
part must be licensed pursuant to the 
provisions of section 301 of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended, un-
less otherwise exempted from the li-
censing requirements elsewhere in this 
chapter. 

(c) Unless specifically exempted, the 
operation or marketing of an inten-
tional or unintentional radiator that is 
not in compliance with the administra-
tive and technical provisions in this 
part, including prior equipment au-
thorization, as appropriate, is prohib-
ited under section 302 of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended, and 
subpart I of part 2 of this chapter. The 
equipment authorization procedures 
are detailed in subpart J of part 2 of 
this chapter. 

[54 FR 17714, Apr. 25, 1989, as amended at 82 
FR 50830, Nov. 2, 2017] 

§ 15.3 Definitions. 
(a) Auditory assistance device. An in-

tentional radiator used to provide audi-
tory assistance communications (in-
cluding but not limited to applications 
such as assistive listening, auricular 
training, audio description for the 
blind, and simultaneous language 
translation) for: 

(1) Persons with disabilities: In the 
context of part 15 rules (47 CFR part 
15), the term ‘‘disability,’’ with respect 
to the individual, has the meaning 
given to it by section 3(2)(A) of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(42 U.S.C. 12102(2)(A)), i.e., a physical or 
mental impairment that substantially 
limits one or more of the major life ac-
tivities of such individuals; 

(2) Persons who require language 
translation; or 

(3) Persons who may otherwise ben-
efit from auditory assistance commu-
nications in places of public gath-
erings, such as a church, theater, audi-
torium, or educational institution. 

(b) Biomedical telemetry device. An in-
tentional radiator used to transmit 
measurements of either human or ani-
mal biomedical phenomena to a re-
ceiver. 

(c) Cable input selector switch. A trans-
fer switch that is intended as a means 
to alternate between the reception of 
broadcast signals via connection to an 
antenna and the reception of cable tel-
evision service. 

(d) Cable locating equipment. An inten-
tional radiator used intermittently by 
trained operators to locate buried ca-
bles, lines, pipes, and similar struc-
tures or elements. Operation entails 
coupling a radio frequency signal onto 
the cable, pipes, etc. and using a re-
ceiver to detect the location of that 
structure or element. 

(e) Cable system terminal device 
(CSTD). A TV interface device that 
serves, as its primary function, to con-
nect a cable system operated under 
part 76 of this chapter to a TV broad-
cast receiver or other subscriber 
premise equipment. Any device which 
functions as a CSTD in one of its oper-
ating modes must comply with the 
technical requirements for such de-
vices when operating in that mode. 

(f) Carrier current system. A system, or 
part of a system, that transmits radio 
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